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A Bad Practic".

One of the curious features of the
educational system of our city, as
applied to the colered schools, is
the eustom of passing pupils from
one grade to anot: er and from one
class to the etherin the High School
upon what they are pleased to call
If we are not misin-
formed, no sach custom obtains in
Even
if the custom prevails in the lacter
gystem no publicition of it reaches
the newspapers.

Now there are strong and far-
reaching reasons why pupils should
not be conditioned and still stronger
ones why, when conditioned they
should not be so published. In the
first place, there should be no ad-
vancement upon conditions 1f the
pupil is absolutely stupid and does
not display ability to meet the re-
quirements of a given grade, thaf
pupil ghould be made to repeat the
grade or year as the case may be.
If on the other hand, a pupil shows
ability to master and does master
the more importantsubjects pertain-
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the gystem of white schools.

ing to a given grade or year, it is
fair to presume that as he contin-
ues his course, he will develop a
taste or faculty for evercoming tie
difficultiesunder which he haz prev-
iously labored with respect to some
particular subjects and develop in-
to an all round good pupil, Toad-
vertize the unimportant short com-
«ngs of a pupil, operates to humili-
ate and in many cases to discour-
age and produces about the same
effect as would be the case if a par-
ent repremanded a child in the
presence of others. The fact of
passing & pupil upon condition,
presumes an approximation toevery
requirement and hence it is the
duty of educators to encouraZ®
rather than humiliate the pupils.
Everyone, who is familiar with the
peculiarities of children and the
prejudices of old folks, knows
how hard is the lot of the condi-
tioned pupil. He is referred to as
one on trial, or probation, or under
sentence and his advancement is
not infrequently retarled by the
indifference of the teachers and the
ostracism of his associates.

Moreover theobjectof our school
system ie not to make graduatss.
Its primary object is to educate, to
draw outthelatent powersand capa-
bilities of the pupil, thereby ena-
bling him to better his condition
and that of his fellows by a broad-
er, olearer and more aceurate ¢on-
ception of his duties and responsi-
bilities and a knowledge ef the
methods by which the interests of
society are advanced. When we
come te con-ider the few who are
able to gruduate from the High or
Normal Schools, as compared with
the thousand who must stop within
the graded scheo's, the custom of
keeping a pupil back on account
of some slight cause or because the
average stunding of acertainschool
may be reduced, worss a hardsghip
as contemptible and unjus’ifiable
in its enforcement as it is unjust
and harmful in itsresults.

Until a eystem of specialization
is adopted, whereby theindividual-
ization of instiuction may be se
cured, it must follow that great
purbers Will not display equal
abilityalong all lines of education-
al work. Hence to the average pu-
p'l, every faculiyshou'd begiven to
learu all that is possibible during
theshort timeallotted tohim. As a
pupiladvances, be must learn more
and more and even if he cannot
acquire the entirecurricalum, a: he
pussesalong, he will ut least be better

off from an educational pointof view.
It is possible thatthehard require-
ments nOW in vogue may account
in great measure for the great fall-
ing off in the higher grades. A
year i8 a long time in the life of
the average colored pupil and it
should be our aim to give bim all
the aid possible. It iz wrong to
advance him oz condition, Itiscruel
to subject him to humiliation, It
iz foolish to adverti-e his short-
comings. If the whites can afford
to dispense with «'r;)}«ll'tf'ons, cer-
tainly we can. Considered from
every humaue and reasonablestand-
point and race econditions, the cus-
tom of keeping pupi's back and
placing them under conditions is
radically wrong,

District Assessors,

Iz the appointwent of the asses-
sors of the District of Columbia,
the Commissioners appointed two
menin the persons of Messrs, Nye
and MaKinsie. Both men are com-
petent and The Bee is certain that
their appointments are acceptable
to the people.

There were several colored candi-
dates for appointment, particularly
Mr John F. Cook who represonts
no one and never did, except John
Cook and his closed pocker b':ok.)
Just why he continues to be anap-|
plicant for officeafter having been
in officefor twenty-five yearsor more
and hasnevertakenany interest in
the people and h2 never wants them
until he is a candidate for some
office no one knows. And those
people who wrote tothe Commission-
ers repregenting to them that Mr.
Cook would be aceeptableto the col-
ored peoplelied. The B e as well as
the colored people havebeen cooked
enough. Of course The Bee wonld
have been pleased to have some de-
serving negro apprinted and it is
of the opinion that none was any
more deserving than its Editor.
Fortunes sometimes come to those
~ho are patient, offices very often
seek the deserving and whereas
the Commissioners did not find a
deserving negro among the hundred
applicants, the editor excepted to
be sure, because he was not an ap-
plicant. It is about time for Mr
Cook to “‘go way baek and =it
down’' and get rid of his mania for
office. Let him live ou the inter-
est of his money and rent from his
houses that good white citizens oc-
cupy. It is hoped that thisancient
candidate for offiee will retire.

“+ A Black Brute,

From The Pine Bluff Herald.

This country is all stirred up by one
of the most fiendish and dastardly
crimes ever committed in this city.
The regilence of the officers of the
law alone averted a lynching perhaps
in Pine Bluff. The four or fiye year
old little child of Mr. Frank ] Murray
a well-known white citizen, was meost
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WORTH SIXTY MILLIONS.

Columbia Undergraduate Who Is
Considered the Richest Young
Man in the World,

Marcellus Hartley Dodge, by many
millions the richest youthiin the United
States, probably attracts less attertion
among those who do not know him
than any other student interested in
the commencement exercises at Colum-
bia university, New York, this year.

e is still under 20, tall and slender
in appearance, with dark eyes, and &
pallid complexion, that showshis devo-
tion to his books. Alfred Gwynne
Vanderbilt received under his father’s
will, after all other bequests had been

MARCELLUS HARTLEY DODGE.

(Columbia Undergraduate, Richest Bach-
elor in America.)

Marcellus
Dodge received upward of $60,000,000
under his grandfather’s will a few
months ago.

$54,000,000.

His riches have not changed his man-
ner of life. He still lives in one room
at the lower part of Madison avenue,
just as he has done since he first began
to prepare for college. Itistoofar for
him to walk to Columbia, but wherever
he has to go within two or three miles
of his home he walks, simply to save
ecar fare.

He is economical almost to the point
of penury., He dresses well, as befits
an undergraduate, but never showily.
About the only extravagances that he
has are clothes and books, .

Not long ago somebody asked young
Dodge what be would do when he left |
Columbia, “That will not be until |
1903.” he said, “when 1 have attained
my majority. I intend, then, to get
right down to the serious problems of
life. While not sorich as Mr.Carnegie,
I do not intend to let gorthy demands
on my charity go unheeded. 1shallgo
into business -precisely what it will be
I have not determined—Dbut I shall keep
out of Wall street.”

something New in Tools,

A cricket club of Englishmen in
Valparaiso, Chili. sent to England for
a large consignment of bats and a
few stumps. On arrival they were
liable to a duty of 30 per cent., but
it occurred to the captain, who had
had a good deal of experience in cns-
tom house business, that it would
he a eood move to enter the goods
as agricultural implements, which
were ullowed to enter free of duty.
This was done and it was pointed
out to the custom house official who
examined the goods that with the
end of the stump and the aid of the
flat of the bat a hole was made in
the ground in which seed was placed.
This explanation was considered sat-
isfactory.

Parisians Dote on Snails, !

Eight hundred tons of snails were
sonsumed by Parisians last year. The
gnimals are bred in Burgundy and Sa-

fiendishly and brutally outraged by a
young negro boy 1g or 20 years old by |
the name of Dan Kidd. a voung school
boy attending the Branch Normal Col-
lege here last season, Kidd had work-
ed at Mr, Murrav's house while going |
to school, and in this way was enabled
to perpetuate the erime. When the!
child’s condition was made knownand |
Kidd accused of it, he confes<ed. and |
Mr. Murray beat him into insensibility. i
He should have killed him and saved |
the countv the expense and the other |
negroes of the community the disgrace |
of the crime and the humiliation of |
mob violence—Kidd was spirited off to
Little Rock and is now in the pen for
safe keeping.

|

It is asked by all kinds of organ- |
izations, societies, and churches to!
eense the lynching of the negrn.i
You ask that the ‘“Jim Crow’’|
law be repealed and many other
obnoxivus things are asked to be
done in the face of sueh .bru-
tality as is published in the Piue[
Biuff Herald a paper edited by a |
colored man

The negro is doing himselfharm
and is doing harm to his race.
The negro hs been advizsed to use
the Winchester against the lynch-
er. There would be no need for|
the use of the Winchester if suck |
henious crimes were committed by |
the negro, ‘

The Bee is no coward as the|
world well knows, hut ite advice
to the negro ig, to let the Wicches-
ter alone and bea good andupright |
citizen, then the Winchester will!
not be needed.
-

Horseshoe Made of Straw,

In Japan the horses wear shoes
made of rice straw, and they are
fastened to the hoofs with ropes
made of the same material

[placed ahead of great negio politi-

{any face to appear in certaiu newspa-

voy, where they are kept in inclosures
formed of tarred palings, which they
cannot climb over, and are fed upon
vine leaves, which give them a delicate

flavor.

The Be Would Like to See—

Impostors exposed.
Bogus editors take a back seat,

False publication as to circulation
cease.

Men who claim to be great editors
remain at their homes and edit their
papers.

Less Exodus in this city of bogus
editors.

Booker T. Washington keep his
hat on when he is talking with his
equals.

Tell President Roosevelt how many
southern delegates he can control.

Col. Jere Brown the next member of
the Ohto legislature.

The Bee Would Like to know—

Why Booker Washington has been
cians.

If Bob Terrell is to start a Roosevelt
party in the District of Columbia.
~ Bob must make some kind ofa show-
ing to pay for his two thousand dol-
lar job.

How much puff money is being paid
certain negro editurs.

If certain negro editors cant find de-
cent men 10 write up.

Will money be an impetusto cause

pers. - '

What has North Carolina to do with
District of Columbia assessors.

If Director Meriam had retained a cer-
tain negro editor would he pot be

KILLED THIRTY-ONE.

Many Startling Crimes Committed
by Jane Toppan.

Administered Morphine and Atro-
pine to Her Vietims—Passion to
Slay and Burn Developed
in Childhood,

Not since the days of Lucretia Bor-
gia and the other subtle poisoners
of the middle ages has there been
a known equal to Miss Jane Toppan,
who has been locked up in the Taun-
ton, Mass., insane asylum for! poison-
ing Mrs. Mary D. Gibbs at Cataumet,
Mass., last August. By her own con-
fession the nurse has killed 31 sick peo-
ple who were under her care duringthe
past ten years. Some she murdered
by giving morphine and atrophine, and
others with poisons she cannot re-
member, and when not gratifying her
passion by killing people she set fire
in the houres where she was a guest,
or was employed in a professional
capacity.

When Judge Bixby, Miss Toppan’s
senior counsel, first visited her she
told him her dreadful story without
eliminating the revolting details, and
named 31 people whom she had killed
by administering poison, She seemed
to gloat over her success in hiding
from the physicians the true causes
of death in these instances, and then
she wanted to know of the lawyer how
she could be insane when she knew
she was doing wrong every time she
killed any one.

Miss Toppan began her revelation to
Judge Bixby by admitting at once that
she had poisoned Mrs. Gibbs, Mrs. Gor-
don and Alden I'. Davis, just as the
three indictments against her charged.
Doses of morphine and atropine were
used, she said,

Then she told how Mrs. Davis had
called upon her at Cambridge last
June to collect a note. She said that
she was seized with a paroxysm to
kill, a recurrence of the oft-repeated
influence. In this state she gave mor-

JANE TOPPAN.

(Massachusetts Nurse Who Polsoned 31
of Her Patients.)

| phine to Mrs. Davis. The old woman

partially recovered, but before she was
well enough to leave for her home at
Cataume«t Miss Toppan was incited to
try again, and this time death followed
the injection of diluted morphine and
atropine.

First she spoke of recent cases, those
of whose deaths Judge Bixby had read
in the newspapers. These were the
deaths of Mrs. A. O. Brigham, daughter
of Mrs. Toppan, the woman who had
taken her from an insane asylum; Miss
Florence N. Calkins, the housekeeper;
Mrs. Edna H. Bannister, sister of Mrs.
Brigham; Miss Myra Connors, of the
Episcopal theological school at Cam-
bridge, the woman who had given her
employment at the institution hospi-
tal and who had giver her a summer’s
outing at the marine biological station
at Wood's Hole, and Mrs. MeNear, of
Watertown, who had befriended Miss
Toppan in many ways.

She went back over the preeceding
years and mentioned the names of
the others whose lives had been put
in her professional keeping by doctors,
but which trust she had violated.

The lawyer said: *“Miss Toppan,
you must be insane."”

“Insane?” she repeated. “How can
I be insane? When I killed those peo-
ple I knew that I was doing wrong. 1
was perfectly eonscious that what I
was doing was not right. I never, at
any time, failed to realize what I was
doing.

“Now, how can a person be insane
wha realizes what she is doing, and
who is conseious of the fact that she
is not doing right? Insanity is com-
plete lack of any feeling of responsibil-
ity, isn't it?”

“Yes,” said the lawyer, “that is so.
But you have no remorse, have yon?”

“No,” declared the nurse. “I have
absolutely no remorse. I have never
felt sorry for what I have done. Even
when I poisoned my dearest friends,
as the Davises were, I did not feel any
regret afterward. I do not feel nn:v
remorse now. I have thought it all
over, and I cannot detect the slightest
bit of sorrow over what I have done.”

Upon successive visits of her counsel
Miss Toppan added details to the nar-
rative ¢f crime. She supplied no ad-
ditional names.

Wyoming’s Vanishing Town,

In a short time the town of Car-
bon, Wyo., once a lively little city of
nearly 2,000 population, !
pear from the map. Its days of
prosperity are over. The Union Pa-
cific railroad which owned “the land
and operated the coal min=s there,
the sole subsistence of the town, has

will disap-

{ declared the mines exhausted. The

railroad tracks will be moved and
Carbon will remain six miles from
the main line of the road, g deserted
village in a desolate country beside

singing his praises.

INDIAN CENTENARIAN.

Dienicio Chico, a Diegano of South-
ern California, Has Reaclied
the Age of 106,

Could the remunant bands of the Ca-

still lingering upon the foothills of the
coast range tell the complete stery of
their ancestors’ origin and experi-
ences, it would far surpass in interest
any modern romance, Some have ate
tained a longevity so remarkable that
they distinetly remember the times
of the desperate tribal wars, of over-
whelming floods and destructive earth-
quakes. Of such Dionicio Chico, be-
longing to the Dieganos, dwelling in

DIONICIO CHICO.

(Oldest Living Indian and His Friend,
Capt. Chittenden.)
the most primitive human habitation
in the valley ix probably its oldest in-
habitant.
Twenty-six years ago, says N. H.
Chittenden, in“the Los Angeles Herald,
when I first rode into the old Mexican
village of Aqua Mansa, about four
miles from Colton, on the banks of the
Santa Ana, he was nearly 80 years of
age.
Possessing extraordinary strength
in his younger days, and personal cour-
age to match, he was the victor in many
combats of war and with love rivals,
In one of these furious encounters of
more than 70 years ago his antagonist,
also an Indian of great power, bit off
one of Dionicio’s thumbs,

For many years during the exclusive
occupation of southern California by
the herds and flocks of the mission
fathers and of the Spanish grantees of
extensive domains, Dionicio was the
principal vaquero on the extensive
ranch of Paso Trajilla. But the oldest
American settlers of 50 years ago re-
member him as then too far advanced
in years for such service, and when
compelled to retire therefrom he built
of poles, reeds and mud the rude little
hut in which he has lived ever since.
Once or twice a week. carrying his ra-
tion sack, he visits his white friends
in Colton, who furnish him with pro-
visions, For nearly ten years a kind-
hearted Portuguese woman, Maria
Cunlia, has fed him at her home when-
ever he comes to town.

THE STUBBORN DRAWER.

One Little Thing That It Is Always
Advisable to Do Before Going
for the Old Ax,

“It seemed to me,” said Mr. Bill-
tops to a New York Sun reporter,
“that I had never known a drawer to
stick so in all my experience. I got
hold of both handles squarely and
fairly, braced my knee against the
next drawer under that and pulled
as hard as I could and couldn’t budge
it

“Then I tried to work it out, pull-
ing at one end and then at the other.
I could start either end a little, but
that’s all; I'd get about half an inch
on it and that's all I could get. Then

I tried pounding on it the way you
do on car windows when they stick,
but it was no use; couldn’t move it.
After that I tried the straight pull
on it again, and almost upset the
bureau this time. 1 did joggle some
things off the top of it and then 1
was meditating on going for the axe
when Mrs. Billtops passing the door,
looked in.

“‘Is the drawer locked, Ezra?' she
said.”

“And by Jiminy hoe-cakes, thé
drawer was locked. The key was in
the lock, and somebody had some
time or other turned it, and it had
never occurred to me to try it now.
In fact, T never thought anything
about the key or the lock at all, one
way or the other; but when I turned
that key the drawer opened just as
easy. And | made up my mind that
hereafter the first thing I should do
when I eame across a bureau drawer
that stuck would be to see if it
wasn’t locked.” L
—_—

Calf Ate Up His Savings.

A leather wallet, containing $1%0,
which Farmer Densmore, of Vegtch. N,
Y., was about to pay on a mortgage,
was accidentally dropped in his barn
lot. He had reascn to believe that
one of his calves made a meal of the
wallet and its “ontents, and he killed
and opened the animal. Inits stomach
he found the wallet and the money,
the latter almost a mass of pulp. The
fragments of $110¢ were in a condition
to be recognized. and were sent tothe
Urited States treasury for redemp
tion.

Flagman Had a Surprise,

A megro flagman named George Lee
vas sent to flag a train some miles
south of Jackson, Miss. He sat down
‘o wait for the train, with his feet
m the rails, and fell asleep. When
1e awoke he was much surprised in

ind that both of his feet bad been

a !9_!.__9! abp;x_(i_oned holes,
- — — - 'l”“ﬂ--

cut off,

huilla, Serrano and Diegano Indians !

CASE OF BLIND 1y,

| E—

The Courtship of Jesse Gardne,
i Charlotte Lovejgy. ;-

Both Are Hlind, Neither gy
the Other, Yet Their Ly _'r, Sn
United by the M

Mrongey

Tiex of Afeetiog

“Blind Love™ is the <t

romance of Jesse L ¢ Uiy
his wife. Joth are il =
ever saw the other, qud ., .. &
as happy and contented ¢
were blessed with oy, .
' Jesse Gardner and ( harl

joy were introduced 1, ¢, "
a skefeton in the museumy . o3
nois School for the Blind 40 1
ville. Then their romanc. -

Charlotte had been b
was a baby three !
lived then with her ;..;.- S
ton, in Madison county, | o

she stood by and -
filled with wonder wat ",:‘
ther clean and polis) _*
joned muzzle-loading < :":
the work was done o
sion cap under the %,
Suddenly the weap
hand, struck a =i xc
baby Charlotte » !
discfiarged. The oy,
the eves of the Iy ‘_’
I,u\("in_\' was bli _1
could do nothine .
grew older she face :
life with sweet re )
pathway ‘ X
¢ parallel to that of By
though neither of 1 -
Jesse Gardner ha- .
world than his b )
not lose his eyes ;
vears old. He was : &
ing in Union county .
he loved a gun, and f .
ed for wild duck wit
ioned muzzle-loading ”
ilar to the ene which La i «t':
the sight of Charlotie [ '
One (l:l.\' Q\:h“r the 14-ve boy
was hunting alone he tried the g

THEIR FIRST

and it was discharged turely
and the fiash from tl e ) Cif
left him sightless,

Fate kept Jesse Gardner
lotte Ln\t‘ju.\' apart
came when they wer:
attend the school departme
state institution for
Jacksonville, Jesse
school and Charlotie
department.

One day a timid lin
brown hair in long bra
tatingly into the
where the big bovs
their lessons in geometr
She had come to “ses
only can- see, the !
kept under lock and
The teacher in chargs
the bovs:

“Lew, show Charlotte the S&&
ton.”

“Lew”—for that was 1
Jesse Gardnerwent
to the closet and 1o
ton. He let the littl
In wonder and told her
ent bones. Then, it
rattled it grewsomely
frightened and ran
other end of the hall. Sk
she would never forgiv
strange boy who had s
her. But she did

Jesse Gardner and Char
joy were schoolmates
1891. During those tws
spoke but seldom. Yet
graduated in 1891 he left =
regret at losing the gi
ready learned to know
He came to Chicago ant
way, while she remaine
years at school at Ja

In 1900 Charlotte Love
ed. She had grown into swe
womanhood. Her sche )
she moved to St. Louis with B9 7 4
ents and last June it 50 ¢ o
that Jesse Gardner @ ST
Lovejoy met again ths 1 -
home, It was not a oy
first sight,” but Jesse knew 70,
loved Charlotte, and W1 g
knowledge came the storr
betrothal to another ma! o}

But Charlotte had not . Lo
heart when the first suitor B0 bt
for her hand. The meud
school friend was 10/ 1
there came a day sghen 16577
knew that his blind =we* ¢
free and that Ler hear”
him. Their betrotha rhe
the wedding took place M P
live at 2005 Eugenia ST, .4
Louis, happy and confen! '

o &

-~

future they can peither =7
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